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              Gregory P. Kurtz 
     Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                                       (216) 524-4131         

            

 

                                

 
MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR OCTOBER 9, 2021  

 
 
 
Kichler Lighting  

 
Kichler Lighting announced this week that it 
will be leaving Independence in 2022 as part 
of a new strategic operating model to 
reposition the business.  According to news 
reports, 85 jobs will be eliminated as a result. 
 
In a news release, Kichler said that during 
the pandemic the company had significant 
success with many employees working 
remotely.  

 
The new operating model will include a reimagined Northeast Ohio headquarters facility 
with an employee-supported shift to a flexible/remote work culture.  It will also include a 
new showroom and areas for workers to quality test and certify products.  The company 
will relocate its distribution center on East Pleasant Valley Road to Eastern Pennsylvania.   
 
I am disappointed that Kichler will be leaving Independence. The company has been a 

solid civic partner for more than 30 years and the City valued having a global leader in the 

lighting industry based here.  

The City will work aggressively with the building owner Edgewater Financial and leasing 

agent Newmark to attract another high-caliber company to this prime location at 7711 

East Pleasant Valley Road.  Newmark has begun a national search of companies 

interested in the facility.  

 

 

 An early reminder that daylight saving time ends on Sunday, 

November 7.  

file://///user2019/home$/loraa/My%20Documents/www.independenceohio.org
https://www.cleveland.com/realestate-news/2021/10/kilcher-lighting-moving-from-longtime-home-in-independence-plans-to-lay-off-85-workers.html
https://www.cleveland.com/realestate-news/2021/10/kilcher-lighting-moving-from-longtime-home-in-independence-plans-to-lay-off-85-workers.html
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Community Rain Garden Renovation 
 

The City and volunteers from Independence 
High School renovated the Liberty Station 
Rain Garden earlier this month as part of 
Stormwater Awareness Week.  
 
The week-long event was part of the regional 
effort by the Cuyahoga Soil and Water 
Conservation District (CSWCD) to raise 
awareness about how stormwater impacts 
the community and our environment.  

 
The Rain Garden was established in 2005 in memory of Independence resident Millicent 
Zelazny.  The CSWCD awarded the City a $1,000 Conservation Action Grant for this 
project.  
 

 
 
Sustainability Coordinator Ryan Wancata, who applied for the grant, worked with 
Recreation Director Tom Walchanowicz, students from the IHS Biology Society and 
Campus Life, volunteers from the Independence Garden Club, and other residents to 
coordinate the design and renovation of the Rain Garden and the installation of new 
signage.  

  
The new design includes ten species of 
native plants and 31 plants in total. The 
benefits of native plants are that they are 
pollinator-friendly, attract birds and 
butterflies.  It requires less watering and 
there is no need for chemical fertilizers to 
maintain and grow the plants. Markers 
will be installed to help identify plants for 
future educational purposes.  
 
 

L-R: Ryan Wancata and Tom Walchanowicz supervised the 
Liberty Station Rain Garden renovation. 
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Rain gardens are both pretty and practical, and residents can build one into their 
landscaping. They filter more water into the ground instead of storm drains, preventing 
toxins such as fertilizer and pesticides from entering the stormwater system. Less 
standing water also mean less mosquito breeding.   Residents can scan the QR code on 
the new sign to learn how to build their own rain garden at home. 
 
 
 
Sustainability Survey 
 

Sustainability means meeting our own needs without 
compromising the ability of future generations to 
meet their needs.  Sustainability initiatives help to protect  
the environment, economy, and communities.    
 
The City of Independence has created a survey to gauge 
residents' level of interest regarding sustainability and 
possible environmental responsibility initiatives and 
programs.    

 
Please take a moment to share your unique perspective in this brief survey.  It is also 
available on the homepage of the City’s website.  
 
 
 

Exercise Your Right to Vote   

 

On Election Day, Tuesday, November 2nd, polls will be 
open at the Civic Center from 6:30 AM to 7:30 PM.  
Early, in-person voting is available at the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Elections this weekend (see times below) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.independenceohio.org/news_detail_T49_R174.php
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Extended Hours 
 

 
 

Starting Monday, November 1, the Civic Center will extend its weekday hours and stay 

open until 9 PM and the Fieldhouse will have weekday evening hours from 6 to 8 PM.   

Later in November, the weekend hours will be extended at both the Civic Center and 

Fieldhouse.  Please check the City’s website for updates.  

 

Time For Us Celebrates Halloween 

A new session of Time For Us kicked off this week with Halloween-themed games and 

trick-or-treating around the Recreation and Community Services building. 
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Fun-tastic Friday 

The first Funtastic Friday since the pandemic hit was 

held on Friday, October 22.  Nineteen children 

cooked a spooky meal, conducted scary science 

experiments, and went on a nighttime adventure that 

ended with some scruptious pumpkin ice cream. 

 

 

 

 

Hemlock Cemetery Lantern Tour 

 

The Independence Historical Society’s Hemlock Cemetery Lantern Tours were a sold-out 
success!  
  
On two Saturdays in October, the 
fundraising event began at Historic Hall, 
where costumed guides led the tour groups 
to Hemlock Cemetery. Once there, visitors 
learned about interesting Independence 
residents who are laid to rest at the 
cemetery from actors who portrayed  
family members of deceased relatives. 
  
The tours were fun and educational and 
served to remind all of us that 
Independence’s history is a fascinating 
part of the City’s culture that provides a 
sense of identity for our community and 
residents.    
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You can learn more about the City of Independence by visiting the Independence 
Historical Society and becoming a member.  
  

 
Trick or Treat  

 
A reminder that Trick-or-Treating will be Sunday, October 31 
from 6-8 PM.  But before anyone puts on a costume, let’s talk 
about safety.   Here are some simple things to keep in mind this 
Halloween: 
 
 

1. Mask Up.  Halloween is generally an outdoor holiday, which reduces the risk of 
contracting the coronavirus.  However, we are entering flu season and a mask can 
help reduce a person’s chance of getting the flu. 

2. Stay Alert.  It’s important for families to be extra cautious crossing streets.  Try to 
walk in the direction facing traffic to ensure your party can see cars coming. 
Parents, please keep your eyes on your family and put your cell phones in your 
pocket while trick-or-treating.   

3. Drive Safely.  Slow down.  On Halloween there are typically more people and 
crowds walking around neighborhoods when visibility is low.  Drivers should be 
mindful that excited children may unexpectedly enter roadways and dark-colored 
costumes will make them harder to spot at night. 

4. Be Visible.  Children and parents should carry flashlights, glow sticks, and have 
reflective tape on their costumes to alert drivers of their presence at night.   

5. Porch Lights.  Only visit homes where a porch light is turned on.  If you plan to 
hand out candy, turn on your porch light to illuminate the path for trick-or-
treaters.  

 

 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.independencehistoricalsociety.com%2f&c=E,1,riiAF6z1jMrAziugmh288U4QDUyMB046NjFK2QrCG33Uydl-GmO032SDPoQHnNKo0vkgdHvx6gQbVZvB1-2B4mbLpeLX5LeFcBB5KE3wK7oO9jw85hdmKtdNI-oe&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.independencehistoricalsociety.com%2f&c=E,1,riiAF6z1jMrAziugmh288U4QDUyMB046NjFK2QrCG33Uydl-GmO032SDPoQHnNKo0vkgdHvx6gQbVZvB1-2B4mbLpeLX5LeFcBB5KE3wK7oO9jw85hdmKtdNI-oe&typo=1
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Wreaths Across America 

 
The City will honor and remember the sacrifices of military veterans 
laid to rest at Maple Shade Cemetery on National Wreaths-
Across-America Day on Saturday, December 18, 2021. 
 
The order form to purchase a holiday wreath is on page 6 of the 
November Independence Post.  Each wreath costs $15.00 and 
will be made of fresh evergreens with a red velvet bow. 
 

Only 150 wreaths are available on a first come, first served basis. We will have more 
information on the dedication ceremony on December 18th in the December issues of the 
Community Spotlight and Independence Post. 

 

Download Finance Director Blaze’s Weekly Report for October 29, 2021, 

here. 

 

 

Happy Halloween 

from some of your friends at City Hall! 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name and email address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 

https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

